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A Taste of Honey @ Frute

H()NDYB()Y IDITIABIIS
Mississippi Delta blr"rcs gr.ritirr mitste r and renou,ned oral l-ristoriar-r

a,?od

]'BI]TDTANII JAOKS(}N
Sir-rger, songu'riter, storvtcller, ancl bltres eclucator

This clr.ro rcprcsents
thc nrclcling of
itinerrrnt blucs
musiciiln Honevboi'
L,clu rrrcls' flrst- I.r;tr.r tl
nrusicrrl expcricnccs
ri'itl'r thc crpcricnccs
rrnrl insights of
FrutcLrnt-l Iirckson.
rr thirt-l - gencrrrtion
trlississippi blucs
plil\'cr.

Honcvbor''s
c.rrecr spirns ovel sir
clccrrclcs: the entirc
pcrior.l ol recolclcr'l
bltres. Frutclrrnr'l is

or-rc of the f.;s'r'our-rg
Afiicirn-Alcricirr.r
blucs gr-ritrrrists
n'ho is clcclicltccl to
pcrtbrnring ircoustic
blncs in its vrrrious
fblnrs. Hc is ri'orkiug
to prescn'c rrnt'l

pcrpctllrtc thc
hi stolicirl, cu ltrrrrrl, rrncl nrusicrrl si gni fi
crlrtcc ()lthc unicluclt' Antcric.rn rrrt tirln'r
crillctl tl'rc blLrcs.

'fhcsc tu o outstrtnc1inq r-rtusicii'rr-rs

sh.rrc the esscncc of thc blucs cx1-r(ll'ic11ca

u'itl-r rrtrr-licnce s on r'r pcrsonirl lcvcl
thrr)ugh ir courbinrrtion of pcrfirrnrrrnce,
cl i s c u s s i o t-t, i-I n rl \\'() rl(s h oP. l) c P c n r.1 i n g
on the intclcsts, scttinq, rrnt'l tinrc
c()nstrr-Iints of rr plrticulrrr iludicnccr
trIr'. F.rls'rrrcls .rncl N'lr. Iirchson cie nron
stri.lte Yilri()rls gr.ritlr rrncl r'ocrrl stvlcs,
Jspects .tncl contcrts of thc nrusic, irs
n'e ll trs thc choiccs r-r-rusiciirns nrrrclc in
ortle r to plru' tlre blucs.

Two wruiqae clrtists trgetber in. cotr.cert for the first tirne

I ) t r i d H o r t t.t lt o.t' [. rl t, t i tl i I I t.1i t rt t t d

Thcsc th'nrrnric rrrtists pcrfirrnt their'
rur-riclr.rc stvlcs scpirrirte lv rrncl t()ge thcr.

Thc union of tl-rcsc tri'o stellrrr
nrr-rsicirins into or-rc pcrfirrnrirncc shou s

thc pos'cr rrncl tcnrrcitv of thc blucs .rs rrn

rrcturrl living firrcc, rrucl proviclcs ri r.chiclc
tbr the urusic. in .rll its rrspccts, to bc
tri'ulsnrittcd firrn-r onc qcncrirtion to thc
nc\t. In one shott. .rrrtlienecr qrtirt .t

brorrcl ovcrlicu of thc cvoltrtion of thc
blLrcs ri hilc bcins nrtrsicrrlh e ntcrtr.rinctl.

Honevboy Edrvards is linou n rrs

rr "n r-rlking jukcbor" or songstcr. Hc
incorporrltes sniltches of sonqs rtnd qtritrtr
sn'lcs fionr t'lilfllcr.rt rcsions :rnrl pcriotls

to r-nali.e up his os'n.
Hc is llso renou necl

firr his nelr-total
recrrll ol events,
placcs, irnti blucs

;rcrsor-r;rli ties e ltcolul
tcrccl in his entire litb.

After lcirnring thc
b;rsics of guitir tl'our
his fither, Honcvbov
sct orlt on the roirLl

irt ilge 17 lurclcr thc
tutelase of blucs
gr,ritirr s-izirrd Big Ioc
Willilms. Ilc lc;.rrnccl

rhc ropcs of "l.rustling
ir lir-ir-rg" fi'ont Ioc
bcfbrc sctting orlt
on his ou-r-r r-r-rusical

odvssev tl.rirt took hin.r

rcross thil'teelr stiltcs
bctu'ccr.r I932 irncl

1956. Sincc thcn.
Nlr. ttln'rrrcls hirs

tourccl u'orlcln it-le
trtrrtlntrd lttl;rnr lrirrltr) iftfCl feCftfCleCl Ot-l

<x'cr ir t-lozen Irrbcls ir-r both solo .rncl

brlnc1 conre xts.
'l-houeh he hrrs rcsiclccl ir.r Chicireo

sincc I956, NIr. Etlu'arc'ls' stvle renririr.ts

flnr.rlv rootetl in thc trIississippi I)eltir. His
nr()st rcccnt recorcling, Dcltn Bltrrsntntt.
rl l'ctl()\[)uali\ c ol'llis rirn -r'c.rr l'(] Pcrt()irc
rlilcl cr-trccl', is rrvirilrrble olt thc Errlu'ig
rccorrl lirbcl.

Fruteland |ackson is rr sir.rger/song-
ri ritcr u ho tirst l.rcrrrtl thc l-rlues plavcc'l ['rr'

fhrih n.renrbers iu r\'Iississil.rpi rlnlinu thc
1950s .rs i1 snrirll child. 1'his rr rrs r.r pcriorl
u'hen the urusic u'rrs evoh'ius fi'or-n rr

nrrrrl, ircoustic sorincl (1-rlrrrccl solct rrntl
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A Taste of Honey @ Frute

H()NBYB()Y IDIUABIIS
Mississippi Delta blr.res gnittrr ntaster and renou,ned oral historian

a,?od

]'BI]TDLANII JAOKS(}N
Sir-rger, songn'riter, storvteller, allcl blues ec-lucator

This clno rcpresents
rhc nre lcling of
itincrrrnr blucs
n-tusiei.'Ln Flonevboi'
L,clu'rrlcl s' flrst- h ;rn tl
n't usicrrl cx1-rc1i6 11 gat

n'itl.r thc crpcricnccs
rrncl ir.rsishts of
Frutclrrnrl )irclison.
11 thirt-l - gcncrrltion
trlississippi blucs
p lrrvcr.

Honct'bor''s
C.lrecr Sllilns OYet' Sir
clccrrtlcs: tl-re entirc
pcriocl ol recorclccl
blues. Frutclrrr.rtl is

onc olthc fcu'I'oLrng
Afric.rn-Anre riciu.r

blucs gr-ritrrrists
n'ho is clcclicrrterl to
pertblnrinu rrcoustic
blncs in its virrious
tirlnrs. Hc is u'orking
to prcscn'c rrnr'l

pcrpctllrltc thc
hisrolicrrl, cultr-rrrrl, rrncl nrusicrrl signifi
crlncc ()lthe unicluclt' Antcricrrn rrrt til'n'r
crillcti tl.rc bltrcs.

'l'hcse tu o outstrrndinq r-rtusicii'rns

sh.rrc the esscltcc of thc [-rlLrcs cr;rcrie ncc
u'ith r-rtrclier-rccs on i.r pcrsonrrl lcvcl
throush ir courl'rinrrtion of pcrfirrnrrrncc,
rlisctrssion, ancl u'olkshop. Dcpcr-rcling
on thc irrtcrcsts, scttinq, rrntl tinrc
c()nstrr1ints of l p'rrrrticulrrr iludicncc,
trIr. Erls'.rrcls rrncl Nlr. Iirchson clcnron
stri.ltc \-ilri()us gr.ritlr rrncl r'ocirl stvlcs,
.rspccts irncl cor]tcxts of thc nrusic, as

n'ell rrs thc ch<>iccs musiciirns nrrrclc in
ortler to pl'.u' the blucs.

Two wniqae a.rtists tlgetber in concert for the first tirne

I )nri d Hot t | !tq' Lrlt't i'd: I lt.fi t rt tt d

Thcsc rfi'nrrnric irrtists pcrfbrnt thcir'
rur-ric1r.rc stvlcs scpirrirtclv rrncl t()ge thcr.

Thc ur-rior-r of tl-rcsc tu'o stellrrr'
nrr-rsicirrns ir-rto or-rc pcrfirrnrirncc shou s

thc pos'cr ilnd tclrilcitv olthc [rlucs.rs rrn

rrctual living fbrcc, irnr.l proviclcs ri r.chiclc
tbr thc nrusic. in rrll its rrspccts, to bc
triu)smittcd firrr-r-r or-rc qencrirtion to tltc
nc\1. In ()nc \lr()\\. .trrtlicnce r qrrirr .r

brorrcl olcrvicn' of thc cvolution of thc
blLrcs u hilc beinq nrtrsicirlh cntcltr.rinctl.

Honel'bo.v Edrv:rrds is l<tlou t't r.ts

rr "n'i-rlking jr-rl<e bor" or sougstcr. Hc
incorp()rilfcs sniltchcs of sonqs rrnd qtritrir
stvlcs fionr tlifflre r.rt rcgions rrntl pcriorls

tcl t-nitlie up his os'n.
Hc is llso renou necl

tirl his nerr-total
rccrlll ol eYeltts,
plirccs, irnd blucs
pcrson;rlities encoull
tcrctl in his entire lifc.

Afier lcirrning thc
b;rsics of guitilr tl'onr
his firther, Floncvbov
sct or.rt olr the roilcl
irt ;lgc 17 lrnclcr thc
ttrtelase of bhrcs
gr.ritirr s-izirrd Big Ioc
Willilms. Hc lcirrnccl
thc ropcs of "l.rr,rstlir.rg

ir livir.rg" fi'onr |oc
beforc sctting orlt
on his ou-r-r r-t-rr-rsical

odvssev tl'rirt took hir-r.r

rcross thit'teelt stittes
bctu'cen I932 zrncl

1956. Sincc thcn.
Mr. tcln'rrrcls l'ras

tourccl n'o rlc.hyit.le
trtrttlrtrrt Jtcl;rtr lrirTltr) lUfcl feCftfCletl Ott

rx'cr l t-lozcr.r Irrbcls ir-r both solo anc'l

b.lncl contcrts.
'I'hotrgh hc hrrs rcsiclccl in Cihicirgit

sincc I956, i\Ir. L,tlu'arcls' stvle rentirins
flrmll rootetl in thc Nlississipiri l)eltir. His
nr()st rcccnt recorcling, De ltn Bltrrsutntt.
rl l'clt'()\l)(cti\ c ol'lris sirn -r'c.rr t'e[)crt()irc
rtncl crrrccr, is irviril.rble olt thc Errnvig
rccorr-l Iirbe l.

Fruteland |ackson is rr sir.ruer/song-
ri ritcr u'ho first l.rcrrrtl thc blues plavccl ['rv

fh.r.rih n.renrbcrs in .NIississil'rpi clnlinu thc
1950s ls rr snrrrlI cl-riltl. 'l'his u'rrs r.r pcriotl
u'hen thc urusic u r'rs evoh'irrq fl'or-n rr

nrrrrl, rrcoustic sotinrl (plrrr ccl solo rrnrl



cnsCnrlrlc s()ultd.
Fruteliurti took up thc suitrrr in

crll'r'lcst cluring his tccn veirrs. flrst gettirlg
int<l non-blucs firrnrs of r.nusic bctorc
cl cclicirti n g hin-rsc I I l'rircl< to thc ['rl uc s

roots oIpo1-rulrrr music. His r-r-rrrteriirl

qospcl stlnt'larrls.
In irclciition to pcrtirn.nir-re in

c()ncert lncl at firll< irnr] bh,rcs festivirls.
.iv{r. Iirckson is es;'rcciirlh' concernccl abor.it
prrssing the lrlues histon' on to school
ch iltl rc n lnrl perpctuirtin g the i1c()Lrsti c I

scnsc ) nntl songstcr trlelitions. Hc
conclucts lcctures irncl pertbn'r'rilnccs rlt
elcmcnttrrv trnc{ secclnclirn' schools arnd

collcgc campuses nation\\'icic. His record-
ings <>ltnclitionirl tuncs itucl or-rcs clritu't't
from his lifb arre i'rr':rilablc on It Records.

Lilic .t lir ing music cucvclopctli.r. I)rrvirl
"HonevLror"' Etiulrtls pxx'icics I link
trctsccn tl'rc rurrtl irc()t-rstic blues <lt'thc
'.30s .rncl the clcctric l-rlucs of nrorc rcccnt
tlncs.... lltrt this 7lJ-r'errl olcl bluesurrtn is
rto ttt ttscr,rr.r-r 1-liccc.

-Jeff Jobnson, Clt ic ago St t r t -Ti rues

A blucs surt'ir'or Nhosc c:rrcer sP.lns sclcll
dcclclcs. Honcvl'ror''s lili... "relrtis lili.c .r

clisti llrrrion ol thc cl.rssic bl ucs lcgcrrrls. "

-Guitar World

Thc ntusic ol i).rr irl "Honci lror'" F-clrvrrrtls

is perhrrps thc purest trrrtlitionrrl I)clt;r
blucs still plructl iu (lhic.rgo.... Honclbov
brrilt .ur crrrlv reptrt.iti<lrr rrs onc of
(ihic.igo's flncst slitlc str it.rrists, ;.rnd

his r'oicc rcru.rins inrbrrcrl u ith thc r';rpitl
trcrttolo of'sorrthclu firlk lrlues rrntl ficlcl
hollcrs.... solo. or rr ith sirlcn-rcn :rlcrt .rnrl
scnsitivc enouslt to tirllos his tlights ot'

firncr', he ciln still provirle rrn ,urclicncc s'itl-r
r'r gcrruine, unsclfc<lnscioLrs journcv clccl'l
into clnc of the riclrcst musicll trirt-litions
in Anrcric:l.

-David. 
Whiais, Cbi.cago Reader

Whrrt Honcvbov Erlsrrrtls clocs is spin
ti'Llcs lrrcl sing thc lrlues.... solnc rleep soul-
stin'inq thi'Lt is not to bc clenied.

-Mihc 
Lacltey, The Lima News

Lnrttlrtrtrl Jttl:ntt

I'rotl'ssion;rlh. lct rttc silv thrlt \'()r.lr
"pcrfornr.rncc" (or u'ltltcve r rrlu c.rll
srrch l turirluc prcscltti'rti()n ) u'ls rrs cootl
.r onc hour c\pl()r'irti()n of thc culturll
rrnrl historic.rl orieins of'thc blucs .ts

I hrrvc evcr hcrrrtl.

-Dn Petcr R. Ascboff,
Ce nte r for tlr

Study sf Srrtshertt Culttrc,
Urt iPersit)' oJ MixissiPPi

-lt4r. ] irckson's pcrfbmrilrcc u'as cxhili.rrlt-
ing, rrs he illustratcc.l the prrogrcssion ol
blncs to prcscrlt dav through lccturc, fih'n
sliclcs, irncl songs.... I highlv rccoutntcud
-r\4r. F'rutcl ln cl I ackson's pol'c rfirl irn c1

th<lu ght-provokine perforrlancc.

-Roruell 
Mwrd.en,

,Assistant to the Dean of Instructi.on,
Wilbur Wright College

trlr. Frutelrrntl irrckson uitvc rr unirluc
pcrfbrmrrncc thirt hekl our luclicnccs spcll-
bouncl rtrtcl rrsking for nlore .... Hcrc is a
Blucsrrr;rn tl-rilt sivcs such intensitl in his
stlge pcrfirrmlnce rrntl such cor-n rltr niclt-
tiou nith his rrudicncc th:rt is botl-r cxciting
rrncl th<.rughttirl to expcrience . I stlcss thc
u'orr1, tXl']t,RIENCts, firr one hrrs t<r

expcricncc hin-r livc, i.rs n'ill irll grcirt
Bluesnrcn. to receivc thc special
I'.XPEltl F..r-C E he gilcs.

-Robe 
fi ( Bob ) IQ i n he n berg,

WBNI FM89.1

Jrrckson infr-rses his nrusic rr'itl.r tnre bclief
rurcl rrn irh'nost clcspcrirtc sincerin'... thcrc's
solnctlring irbout thc nirkecl intensitv hc
brinqs to this n'rateri;rl thirt rcmrlins \\'ith
vou lclng iltier vou'\'e forgotten rrnr' <lf
his tcchnicrrl lin'ritltions.

-Dauid Whiteis, Chicago Read.er

IIr. Frutclirnrl Iirckson, IJIucs Revivirlist, is

.r unic1uch' t.llcntcd musici;rn. sillccl', iurcl

storltcllcr. Hc rclivccl thc "Blues" in mc
ils \\'cll Js our :trtiicncc. His knos'lerlqc
irn r'l irrti c u li.rtior.r ol the bl u cs cor.r.rbi nc rl
nith his pcrfblrurrncc dict.rteci rr irotr'erfirl
ctlict ot' blucs culturc.

-J e a n nettc M. W i ll ia nts,,Assista nt De a n
of Stu de nts, IQ n ne d.y - I( i ryl C0 I lege

l)tt ri I H o r t t'lny lid n'n rd s

For booking information, contact:
Mikc l]cck, Ario Professiouirl Artists
PO Box 60088, Chicago, IL 60660

(3L2) 262-rL9L

For Honeyboy Edwards' records
and managelnent, contact:

i\lichacl Frrrnk, L.ars'ig X'lusic Corrprirnt', Inc.
l8 t 8 W. Prrrtt Rh'c1., Ohicago, ll. 60626

(3r2) 262-0278

For Fruteland |ackson records
and management, contact:

I(aren Nu'irfor, Nu'irfbr Management/It Rec<>rds

3533 S. (lrrlr-rmet Avc., (lhicilgo, IL 60653
(3L2) 225-2865


